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is due to come in. She should be given easily digested feeds. The quantity of hay should be reduced somewhat and bran mashes fed occasionally to keep the bowels in good condition. The animal should not be fat, but rather lean and fit. Such feeds as wheat bran and middlings are especially desirable because of their high percentage of lime and the phosphates. These feeds will also tend to promote milk secretion and build bone in the developing calf. If there is any tendency toward constipation, a dose of Epsom salts will relieve it and perhaps prevent an attack of milk-fever a few days after the calf arrives. A thousand-pound cow will take about one pound of Epsom salts: dissolve this amount in warm water and administer from a long-necked bottle; be careful not to choke the cow and allow the liquid to run into the lung; place the bottle in the corner of the mouth and let the animal swallow naturally.
An animal due to calve in the winter months should be given as much exercise as possible. If the barn and equipment permit, the cow should be removed from the herd and given a box-stall to herself. A nervous animal will be greatly benefited by the seclusion. On most farms cows calve wherever they happen to be. Farmers interested in good herd care will find a box-stall for an animal about to calve a step in the right direction. If the animal should abort, this separation will make it easier to prevent the possible infection of other animals in the herd. If the box-stall is kept clean and well bedded with straw, the calf will have a better chance to survive. Digestive disturbances, such as scours and navel infections of new-born calves, would be much less frequent under these circumstances.
WHAT TO DO WHEN THE CALF AKEIVES
The average cow carries its calf about 285 days. Mistakes are often made in the breeding dates of an animal and for this reason calving does not always occur on schedule time. It would be a good plan to keep a record book for the express purpose of entering the breeding dates